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This updated reference guide directs students to over five hundred significant theological resources

across a wide area of theological research. It details bibliographic sources for encyclopedias,

dictionaries, and electronic resources in biblical studies, historical studies, theology, and practical

theology.
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David Stewart's book 'The Literature of Theology' is essentially a book of lists. In this book, one will

find a list (current as of late 2002) of the essential reference books for the seminary student,

teacher, and practicing minister.There are several sections of the book. Lists contained herein fall in

the following broad categories:*Basic ResourcesThis section could be perhaps termed 'the best of

the best', or perhaps 'the most general of the general'. These are the basic references that will

cover, in brief, most topics students and pastors will ever encounter. About 20 books are listed

here.*Books about the BibleThese books are about the Bible as a whole -- its history, geography,

language, literature, archaeology, etc. Dictionaries and handbooks also fall in this category. Books

here are different from commentaries generally in that they do not look at particular books, or the

entire Bible, in an exclusively or primarily exegetical way. An additional 70 books are listed

here.*Bible CommentariesCommentaries often come in sets -- there are series of commentaries,

some by the same author, others by teams assembled. Stewart's recommendation here is sound,



as so many students and pastors end up with far more commentaries than are really useful -- find a

series that is worthwhile and stick with it, and be selective about finding additional commentaries.

Many of the 24 listings here are in fact for series, rather than individual books.*The Church in

HistoryStewart lists about 70 works in history, from general one-volume surveys to books that

specialise in ancient/early church, medieval church, Reformation, modern era, and North American

church topics.
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